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The Oslo Agreement to ban cluster munitions provides new hope for international humanitarian law.
Montreal, February 27th, 2007 - Following Canada’s 1996 example in dealing with antipersonnel landmines, Norway won its wager: to settle the Oslo Agreement through the diplomatic community and reach a treaty to ban cluster bombs by 2008.

The events of the last week, culminating with the positive results of the Oslo conference, bring into focus the debate over cluster munitions. The Oslo Agreement to forbid cluster munitions provides hope for a headway within international humanitarian law. Forty-six states of the forty-nine present in Oslo, including Canada, agreed to this initiative. Only Japan, Poland and Rumania dissociated themselves from the final declaration of the Oslo conference. The United States, Russia, and China made their positions clear by their noticeable absences at this conference. Equally disheartening is the fact that these states did not still ratify the Ottawa Treaty of 1997 against antipersonnel landmines.

The conference declaration affirms the plan “to forbid the use, production, transfer or storage of cluster bombs, whose indiscriminate injuries to civilians is inexcusable ". Of the 46 countries which approved this declaration, a large number, including Canada, continue to store and produce them. Although initially reluctant to ratify such an agreement, Canada intensified its efforts at the end of the conference to lend its complete support. Clearly, the devastating and indiscriminate bombardments within Southern Lebanon, and the current conflicts in Afghanistan and in Iraq weighed heavy in the final quasi-consensus. Handicap International Canada celebrates this result as a further step toward a more peaceful world.
The event coincides with the 8th anniversary of the entry into force of the Ottawa Treaty and, in Canada, a week of antipersonnel landmine awareness (from February 25th till March 3rd). For this occasion, Handicap International will participate in a rally in front of Parliament Hill in Ottawa on Thursday, March 1st from 11 am till 1:30 pm. Together with Mines Action Canada, Handicap International will present an information booth and build a pyramid of shoes to be set up in protest of landmine use. Various speakers will present their points of view on landmines and cluster munitions. Mrs Nancy DeGraff, Director of Handicap International Canada will speak about the humanitarian impact of cluster munitions and about the actions of the association throughout the world. She will be followed by speakers of organizations such as Human Rights Watch, Norwegian People’s Aid and Landmine Action (UK).

The Thursday, March 1st Rally on Parliament Hill is an event not to be missed. Handicap International Canada launched French and English websites last week about cluster bombs in (www.sousmuntions.ca and www.clusterbombs.ca ). These two sites give explanations of the impact of the cluster bombs, their operation, the victims and related current events.
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